[Treatment of chronic heart failure with positive inotropic agents].
Prognosis of heart failure patients remains poor and stimulates research of new active drugs and therapeutic improvements. Besides diuretic and vasodilating agents, the place of positive inotropic drugs remains to be defined. Long term benefit remains to be demonstrated for Milrinone, Enoximone and Digitalis. However, absence of benefit has been established with Amrinone and beta adrenoceptor agonists. Too many uncontrolled studies have complicated the accurate evaluation of efficacy of these positive inotropic drugs. Purpose of heart failure treatment remains to improve functional status without deterioration of myocardial fibers contractility. The respective roles of cAMP, gAMP and intracellular calcium concerning myocardial fiber longevity remains to be clarified.